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EMERGENCY STORAGE CONTAINER FOR GLUCOSE TABLETS 

This is a complete application claiming benefit of provisional 
application Serial No. 60/404,778 filed August 21, 2002. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a storage container and relates, 
more particularly, to a storage container for glucose tablets to be 
attached to a key holder to ensure that such tablets are readily 
available to a diabetic in the event of a glucose deficiency. 

Description of the Related Art 

Diabetics often face the common problem of having to locate 
glucose on a rather urgent basis to overcome a glucose deficiency, 
or what is commonly referred to as "low blood sugar". As a result, 
almost every diabetic has faced an emergency need for sugar. 

Accordingly, it is common for diabetics to carry wrapped candy 
in their pocket, or to have to find some "high sugar" content food 
or drink immediately. Often, however, a sudden glucose deficiency 
occurs when no source of glucose is readily available. For that 
reason, a carrier for glucose tablets or the like attachable to an 
item carried by almost every individual, such as a key holder, 
would be highly desirable. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A primary object of this invention is to provide a simple and 

inexpensive means to ensure that a diabetic has an immediate supply 

of glucose should the need arise. 
5 A further object of this invention is to provide an 

inexpensive storage container that has a suitable attachment so 

that it can be placed on an item carried by almost every 

individual, such as a key holder. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide an 
10 emergency storage container which has at least one pocket or 

section sized to receive the most common size of glucose tablets 

commercially available to diabetics. 

Yet another object of this invention is to provide an 

emergency storage container for glucose tablets including a housing 
15 having a pair of storage pockets and an attachable cover with 

complementary, separately hinged, cover sections for the pockets 

and with a tab on the housing having an aperture for reception of 

a flexible chain or other portion of a key holder oria similar item 

commonly carried by every individual. 
20 The invention will be better understood, and objects other 

than those suggested above will become apparent, when consideration 

is given to the following detailed description, which makes 

reference to the annexed drawings. 



-2- 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is an exploded perspective view of one embodiment of 
a storage container according to a preferred embodiment of the 
instant invention; 
5 Figure 2 is a perspective view of the storage container shown 

in Figure 1 with the cover attached to the housing and in a closed 
position; 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the storage container shown in 
Figure 1; 

10 Figure 4 is an end elevational view of the storage container 

shown in Figure 1; and 

Figure 5 is a bottom plan view of the cover for the housing of 
the storage container of Figure 1. 

Like reference characters refer to like parts throughout the 
15 several views of the drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

In describing a preferred embodiment of the invention 
illustrated in the drawings, specific terminology will be resorted 
20 to for the sake of clarity. However, the invention is not intended 
to be limited to the specific terms so selected, and it is to be 
understood that each specific term includes all technical 
equivalents which operate in a similar manner to accomplish a 
similar purpose. 
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Referring now to the drawings, a preferred embodiment of a 
storage container for glucose tablets is illustratively shown at 10 
and comprising a housing 12, a cover 14, and means 16 to attach the 
storage container 10 to a key holder (not shown) or other such 
5 item. For purposes of illustration, the means 16 comprises a tab 
18 forming part of the housing 12 and defining an aperture 2 0 for 
reception of a beaded chain or the like shown in dotted lines in 
Figure 2 at 22 to be secured to a key holder in a well known 
manner . 

10 The beaded chain 22 can be included as a part of the storage 

container 10 or may be part of the key holder. Alternatively, a 
solid element of the key holder, such as a ring or the like, may be 
inserted through the aperture 20 of the tab 18 in a similar manner. 
The housing 12 and cover 14 are preferably made of a suitable 

15 plastics material such as polypropylene, although other materials 
may be readily substituted therefor by those with ordinary skill in 
this art without departing from the instant inventive concepts. 

The housing 12 comprises portions defining at least one 
storage pocket dimensioned to receive at least one glucose tablet 

20 (not shown) . In the preferred embodiment illustrated, the housing 
12 comprises a pair of spaced storage compartments 24, 2 6 
interconnected by a bridge 28. Although the size of the storage 
compartments 24, 26 can vary, depending upon the size of the 
glucose tablets to be stored therein, standard glucose tablets 
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currently marketed are on the order of about 0.53 inches in 
diameter. Preferably, the interior diameter of each storage pocket 
has a diameter that is between about 0.15 and 0.30 inches larger 
than the diameter of the glucose tablets to be stored therein to 
5 allow the tablets to readily "fall out" when the container is 
turned upside down with the cover portion "open" . Otherwise, the 
tablets are maintained in a stable situation within the storage 
container 10 to avoid damage. Obviously, the dimensions are not 
critical to the instant inventive concepts and can be modified to 

10 accommodate the tablets to be placed therein. 

The cover 14 includes a pair of complementary cover portions 
30, 32 interconnected by a bridge 34. Integral hinges 36, 38 are 
formed on each side of the bridge 34 pivotally connecting the cover 
portion 30, 32 to the bridge 34 for movement between a first 

15 position shown in Figure 2 in which the cover portions 30, 32 cover 
and seal the storage pockets 24, 26, respectively, and a second 
position (not shown) in which one or both of the cover portions are 
lifted about its respective hinge to provide access to the storage 
pockets in an obvious manner. 

20 To provide an effective seal between the cover portion 30, 32 

and the storage pockets 24, 26, the cover 14 may include a 
peripheral flange 40 which snappingly or frictionally engages about 
the periphery of the housing 12 . Finger-engaging portions 42 may 
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be provided on the cover portions 30, 32 to facilitate opening each 
of the cover portions, as desired. 

In order to facilitate cleaning of the storage container 10, 
the cover 14 may be removable from the housing 12 . To that end, 
means are provided to interengage the cover 14 with the housing 12 
in the form of a pair of pins 44 formed on the inside of the bridge 
34 of the cover 14 to be secured in a pair of openings 46 formed in 
the bridge 28 of the housing 12. 

The foregoing descriptions and drawings should be considered 
as illustrative only of the principles of the invention. As noted, 
the invention may be configured in a variety of shapes and sizes 
and is not limited by the dimensions of the preferred embodiment. 
Numerous applications of the present invention will readily occur 
to those skilled in the art. Therefore, it is not desired to limit 
the invention to the preferred embodiments or the exact 
construction and operation shown and described. Rather, all 
suitable modifications and equivalents may be resorted to, falling 
within the scope of the invention. 



